


Pasea1 News 23a it a suppleMent, to plut the

len9the"n~ 9ap between US ori9inattn9 23 and 24.Read.rt
will note that itl contents are quite different froft those
ot p,'eviou!; editions. There is a shift of e..phads fro..
~atters 01 concern at leadin9 edge University level, to
those of concern to producers an.j users of inexpensive
shnd::.rdised products.

That !;hitt has been wholly dictated by the content
01 ..aterial sub..itted for publication. Whether it i. a
t~porary !;ide-step or a per..anent change, will also be
.jeci,jed by contdbutor5 ( to future edi\ions ). PUG<UK)
IS the servant of you the subscribers and as such, will
publish ..aterial ori9inatin9 fro.. any section of the user
cO lJnity.

Ue are all indebted to each contributor but Tony
Heye5's ge~erosity in offerin9 his Bibli09raphy suite of
PI'Q'3"dM fo,' refi\, t throu9h the ..ediu.. of PN is
p::.rticularly apprec~ated. Constructive critiques are
welco"e.

The,'e is a widenin'3 of the user base and an overdue
deploy"ent of resou\'ces to that end, evidenced by the
co"plel'lentary nature of articles fro.. widely differin9
sources. Read on and judge for yourselves. Althou'3h you
will find that 23a is pitched at quite a different level
fro" that of your usual expectations of PN, I sincerely
hope that ~ou will weleol'le it as a stoP-'3ap until 24
becol'les av:ailable frol'l Rick, Andy, and Co.

lhe followin'3 is offered as an illustration of the
scene which pl'o..pted the p\'oduetion of a sllpple..ent.

Int\'i"3ued by advertisin'3 which referre.j to " ..ere
huttans tt, I went alon9 to the personal co..puter show' at
the Barbiean on Septe..ber 12th.

I"a9ine the disappoint..ent at failin9 to find anything
innovative or even ..ildly interestin9. Dlscovered that with
a sin91e exception, exhibitors did not know whether
sta~jard Pascal was il'lplel'lented on the ..achines offered
to the pub lie. More than one of those asked, replied
II '(es, it" s called UDeS or sOl'lethin'3 li\c.e that ". At one
stand, sponsored by British Petroleu.., the ,Depart..ent of
Tr~de and I~dustry, the Council for Educational Techncilo~y,
;:.n.j othe\'s, an "'e:<pert' I'Ie"ely looked blank an.j sug~este,j
that I asle. so~eone else. "50l'leone Else" replied II We are
only interested in thin'3s fOI' U1ie in Education". At the

National Co..putin9 Centre stand, another expert, when
ask.d if his stand off.r.d any info~"atio" about standard
Palcal and itl i..pl ntation or ule in a ..icroco"puter
enviro"ftent, replied" No, there is no de..and ", deftly
followed by " Can I help you sir '?" to so..eone standin~
behind ..e. In so..e instances, the initial answer was
"Ves", followed by ..hrepresentative flannel when a
.ieI'Ionstration was requested.

Het a guy who holds a powerful position in the
largest education authority in Britain. He believes that
BASIC is an "app,'opriate" lan9uage for the ass.. of
young people who "won"t bother" to beco..e seriously
interested in the technol09Y. I ~hould ad..it at this point,
that had "y first experience of a perception of ~achine
ihtelli~ence been throu~h the ..ediu~ of BASIC ( or COBOL,
FORTRAN, etc. ), I ~i~ht easily have Joined the ranks of
those who either "won"t bothe\'" or are suitably
unil'lpressed by obscul'e co~bi\'ations of h'Jnches, guesses,
and a dash of pe\'ceptual slc.ill which only occasionally
fail.

---------------------------------------------
And now for sOl'lething different --i. To those of you who requested supply of back nu"bers,
I re~retthat I still haven't found a solutionto
the very hi9h direct and indirect costs of s..all
nu..bers of reprints. [yen when you are willing to
COVI\' all costs, there re~ains the bllrden of ",anual
labour and ti..e. Any ideas1

2. PLEASE, if you ~u05t use pIJ\'chase orders, include
include subscdption with it. Otherwise there will
be a drowning in paperwor\c..

J. I still havn"t resolved the proble.. of how to service
subscribers to PUG(USA). Unfortunately, if they are
serviced out of local funds, the EFFECT ( whatever
the intention ) is subsidisation of ..are prosperous
PUG(USA) by barely solvent PUG<UK) and a detri~ental
effect on local service.

In a si..ilal' vein, escalating costs necessitate
an increasein the nu..bers of subscribers, or, an
increase in subscription cost for "93. It is
sU9~ested that a subscdption of 25 Pounds per
annul'l for fir..05 and institutions, with a personal
subsniption of half that a~ount, would be equitable,




