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POLICY: PASCAL NEWS (Jan. 83)

. Pascal News is the official but informal publication of the User's Group.

Purpose: The Pascal User's Group (PUG) promotes the use of the programming language Pascal as
well as the ideas behind Pascal through the vehicle of Pascal News. PUG is intentionally de-
signed to be non political, and as such, it is not an "entity" which takes stands on issues or
support causes or other efforts however well-intentioned. Informality is our guiding principle;
there are no officers or meetings of PUG.

The increasing availability of Pascal makes it a viable alternative for software production and
justifies its further use. We all strive to make using Pascal a respectable activity.

Membership: Anyone can join PUG, particularly the Pascal user, teacher, maintainer, implementor, distrib-
utor, or just plain fan. Memberships from libraries are also encouraged. See the ALL-PUR-
POSE COUPON for details.

. Pascal News is produced 3 or 4 times during a year; usually in March, June, September, and December.

. ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT, WE PRINT. Please send material (brevity is a virtue) for Pascal News single-
spaced and camera-ready (use dark ribbon and 15.5 cm lines!)

. Remember: ALL LETTERS TO US WILL BE PRINTED UNLESS THEY CONTAIN A REQUEST TO THE
CONTRARY.

. Pascal News is divided into flexible sections:

POLICY - explains the way we do things (ALL-PURPOSE COUPON, etc.)

EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION - passes along the opinion and point of view of the editor together with changes
in the mechanics of PUG operation, etc.

HERE AND THERE WITH PASCAL - presents news from people, conference announcements and reports,
new books and articles (including reviews), notices of Pascal in the news, history, membership rosters, etc.

APPLICATIONS - presents and documents source programs written in Pascal for various algorithms, and
software tools for a Pascal environment; news of significant applications programs. Also critiques regarding
program/algorithm certification, performance, standards conformance, style, output convenience, and general
design.

ARTICLES - contains formal, submitted contributions (such as Pascal philosophy, use of Pascal as a teaching
tool, use of Pascal at different computer installations, how to promote Pascal, etc.).

OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS - contains short, informal correspondence among members which is of
interest to the readership of Pascal News.

IMPLEMENTATION NOTES - reports news of Pascal implementations: contacts for maintainers, implemen-
tors, distributors, and documentors of various implementations as well as where to send bug reports. Qualitative
and quantitative descriptions and comparisons of various implementations are publicized. Sections contain
information about Portable Pascals, Pascal Variants, Feature-Implementation Notes, and Machine-Dependent
Implementations.
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Hello
This is Pascal News and my name is Char-

lie Gaffney. Much has happened since I re-
ceived my March #22-23 Issue. I am the pub-
lisher of USUS News. USUS is the UCSD p-
System User Society. The p-system was de-
veloped to bring Pascal to micro computers.
Our USUS News was modeled on Pascal
News. We have a lot of information in USUS
but it was a chore to read because of bad orig-
inal and photo copy material used for printing.

I sought a typesetter and found we could
typeset and print for only 10% increase in
cost. This is a small premium cost to have a
readable newsletter. We typeset in August and
received many compliments so far.

I thought of our model Pascal News and
called Rick Shaw to explain our (USUS) im-
provement and ask if he needed help.

But Rick had his own story to tell. The
work at Pascal Users Group was not per-
formed by a group but by one man, Rick Shaw.
He was hard pressed to keep up with the busi-
ness of PUG.

An offer had been made by the "Journal
of Pascal & Ada" to take all pending articles
and publish them.

I made a counter offer to maintain PUG
as it is under new management. Rick thought
that was a nice idea, but the problems would
persist and PUG would fail either now or later.
After three phone calls Rick decided to let me
try.

The News will be typeset and I hope you
approve of our new appearance. The articles
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you submit may be in any format because they
will now be typeset. It is possible to enlarge
the program listings if they are submitted in a
narrow format of 15.5 cm wide.

Business

I have decided to pay a small business to
update:

1. the member list
2. new and renew members
3. banking records
Membership costs have gone up but if

you pay for two years the third year is free.
Back issues have tied up a great deal of

money. We have articles and programs just
waiting for you. Buy a set. Buy a complete set.
Buy a set for your friends.

A little about me

I am an electrician, and I work for Chev-
rolet in Parma, Ohio. I have no college edu-
cation and no formal computer training. My
experience with computers involved the pur-
chase ofa Western Digital microengine, 16 bit
computer. The computer uses p-code as de-
fined by UCSD p-System and directly imple-
ments the code without an interpreter. Pascal
News and USUS News, and 25 text books,
have been my teachers. I thank them and each
of you.

Charlie

Compilers Notes


