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POUCY: PASCAL NEWS (Jan. 83)

Pascal News.Pascal News is the official but Informal publication 01 the User's Group.

The Pascal User's Group (PUG) promotes the usa 01 the programming language Pascal as
well as the Ideas behind Pascal through the vehicle 01 Pascal News. PUG is intentionally de-
signed to be non political, and as such, tt is not an "entity" which takes stands on issues or
support causas or other ellorts however well-intentioned. Inlormality is our guiding principle;
there are no olficers or meetings 01 PUG.

The increasing availability 01 Pascal makes tt a viable alternative lor software production and
justifies hs further usa. We all strive to make using Pascal a respectable activity.

Anyone can join PUG, particularly the Pascal usar, teacher, main-
teiner,lmpIementor, distributor, or just plain Ian. Memberships !rom
IIbreri88 are aIeo encouraged. Sea the COUPON lor details..Pascal News Is produced 4 times during a year; January, AprIl, July October.

Purpose:
Communications about the Programming Language Pascal b~ PasCalers

APRIL 1983 Number 25

Membership:

. All THE NEWS THArS FIT, WE PRINT. Please send material (brevity is a virtue) lor Pascal News single-
spaced and camera-ready (usa dark ribbon and 15.5 em linasl)

. Remember: ALL LETTERS TO US WILL BE PRINTED UNLESS THEY CONTAIN A REQUEST TO THE
CONTRARY.

2 EDITORS NOTES

3 PASCAL USERS GROUP (UK)
3 LT. and M.I.S.S. By PhillipDarrington
4 Pascal-AnEffectiveLanluaae StandardBy Brian Wichmann
8 Pascal ProcessorValidationProcedureBy DavidBlyth

SOFTWARE TOOLS.Pascal News is divided into ftexible sections:

POLICY - explains the way we do things (ALL-PURPOSE COUPON, etc.)

12 A Better Referencer By J. Yavner
18 The Use of Generic Capsules with the University of Minnesota Pascal 6000 Compiler

By Frank L. Fri~dman, Alns;o Giacomucci, Carol A. Ginsburg and Anita Girton

APPLICATIONS - presents and documents source programs written in Pascal for various algortthms, and
software tools for a Pascal environment; news of significant applications programs. Also critiques regarding
program/algorithm certification, performance. standards conlormance, sty1e,output convenience, and general
design.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
24 PACS Computer Game Festival
24 Oh! Pascal!
2. New Modula-2 Versioo
2S New Ticomm Microcomputers
25 Edison on IBM Penon.1 Computer
25 JRT Pascal
7T Pascal Compiler for IBM Mainframe
28 Great Plains Announcement
28 INMOS Announces OCCAM
30 Tiny Pascal Plus
30 Help Wanted
30 Ridse Thirtytwo Graphics

EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION - passes along the opinion and point of view of the editor together with changes
in the mechanics of PUG operation, etc.

ARTICLES - contains formal, submttted contributions (such as Pascal philosophy, use of Pascal as a teaching
tool, use of Pascal at ddlerent computer installations, how to promote Pascal, etc.).

OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS - contains short, informal correspondence among members which is of
intenlSl to the readership of Pascal News.

IMPLEMENTATION NOTES - reports news of Pascal implementations: contacts for maintainers, implemen-
tors, distributors, and documentors 01 various implementations as well as where to send bug reports. Qualitative
and quanmative descriptions and comparisons 01 various implementations are publicized. Sections contain
information about Portable Pascals, Pascal Variants, Feature-Implementation Notes, and Machine-Dependent
Implementations.

VALIDATION SUITE REPORTS - reports performance of various compilers against standard Pascal
ISO 7185.
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Good Members Hello;

I now have control of most elements of Pascal
News and future submission articles, comments and
good jokes should be addressed:

Pascal News
2903 Huntington Road
Cleveland, Ohio 404120

Our United Kingdom and European elements are
thriving and boisterous.

PUG (UK) PUG (Eur)
P.O. Box S2 ARGE Pascal
Pinner Hellmut Weber
Middlesex HAS 3FE Degenfeldstrasse 2
U.K. D

- 8000 MUnchen 40

These groups should be excellent sources .of local
and international information.

We have lost an element and have no successor.
PUG (Aus) has experienced increased costs and de-
cided PUG (USA) could suppon them with little loss
of timeliness. I would like to thank them for their past
performance. I am sorry I did not have the opponunity
to work with them.

PUG (USA) will now serve various needs.
We now serve inside USA and outside USA mem-
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Pascal Users Group (U.K.)
bers and also provide an air mail option for those who
need Pascal News as quick as possible.

Writing of timeliness I am reminded that the news-
letter has deadlines. These are January 1st, April 1st,
July 1st and October 1st. When you have material for
the newsletter please send it as quick as possible. Do
not worry about the deadlines but keep in mind news
loses its value as it matures.

I will continue to publish implementation notes and
announcements of the trade. I encourage members and
vendors to test drive their new compilers with the
"Validation Suite". Send the repons to me and then we
will all know the best performing compilers.

I have been asked if we would pay for anicles. I
have thought about this and worried where I would get
the money.

I have decided to accept advenising and use this
money to pay honorariums to writers of good anicles.

A reminder that back issues will reflect higher re-
printing costs and have a $2S per s~t price after July 1st

Its still a bargain at $1 Snow.
One more thing. Thank you for your renewals and

lovely comments. I have been encouraged by your
thoughts.

Pascal News 23a is a supplement, to plug the
lellJllhening gap between US originating 23 and 24.
Readers will note that its contents are quite different
from those of previous editions. There is a shift of em-
phasis from matters of concern at leading edge Uni-
versity level, to those of concern to producers and users
of inexpensive standardized products.

That shift has been wholly dictated by the content
of material submitted for publication. Whether it is a
temporary side-step or a permanent change, will also
be decided by contributors (to future editions).
PUG(UK) is the servant of you the subscribers and as
such, will publish material originating from any section
of the user community.

We are all indebted to each contributor but Tony
Heyes's generosity in offering his Bibliography suite of
programs for refinement through the medium of PN is
particularly appreciated. Constructive critiques are
welcome.

There is a widening of the user base and an overdue
deployment of resources to that end, evidenced by the
complementary nature of anicles from widely differing
sources. Read on and judge for yourselves. Although
you will find that 23a is pitched at quite a different level
from that of your usual expectations of PN, I sincerely
hope that you will welcome it as a stop-gap until 24 be-
comes available from Rick, Andy, and Co.

The following is offered as an illustration of the
scene which prompted the production of a supplement,

Intrigued by advenising which referred to "mere
humans", I went along to the personal computer show
at the Barbican on September 12th.

Charlie

Dear Pascalers,

here we are reopening PUG Europe:
Lor + Manha +
Erwin + Hellmut +
Jurgen + Manfred +
Urf (Korbinian).

We are Pascal fans and users from the university
and industry who are organizing in our spare time the
distribution of Pascal News for the European region.

From our viewpoint. being mainly Pascal users, we
would like to encourage you to help in keeping Pascal
News a living forum, a market place for all Pascal users.
So here again is a call for papers and programs. There
are cenainly many tools, especially for text processing,
which are of interest for the Pascal community, maybe
for simple use, maybe in order to compare ideas about
problems which many of us may already have encoun-
tered. And think about all the programs for solving the
daily commercial problems.

Another subject which we think imponant is doc-
umentation. If you have to (or like to) use non-standard
features mentioning those increases ponability. An ex-
treme e>tample of the necessity of documentation are
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two Pascal implementations which use one name (ap-
pend) for two non-standard predefined procedures doing
different things (append one string to another versus
open a textfile for appending text).

To increase the market place function of Pascal
News we should like to ask everybody who provides
a Pascal source for publication to state whether he/she
is willing and/or able to distribute this source in ma-
chine readable form (or even as a well readable listing)
and if so at what cost.

Lastly we would like to ask all those wishing to
contact us to use our official address:

ARGE Pascal
Hellmut Weber
Deaenfeldstrasse 2
D - 8000 MUnchen 40

and not to send registered letters. (We had some prob-
lems, as there is no Mr. Pascal to claim them.) If you
want to send us money for subscription please use our
postgiro account. Munchen SIS89--801 or send an Eu-
rocheque and please take note that any other form of
payment means additional paperwork for us.

Stay happy with Pascal!

IJll8line the disappointment at faililla to fiDeIany-
tbina innovative or even mildly interesting. Discovered
that with a single exception, exhibitors did not know
whether standard Pascal was implemented on the ma-
chiDes offered to the public. More than one of those
asked, replied "Yes, it's called UOCS or something like
that". At one stand, sponsored by British Petroleum,
the Department of Trade and Industry, the Council for
Educational Technology, and others, an 'expen' merely
looked blank and sugested that I ask someone else.
'Someone Else' replied "We are only interested in
thinp for use in Education". AI the National Comput-
ilia Centre stand, 8IIOther expen, when asked if his
staDd offered any information about standard Pascal
and its implementation or use in a microcomputer en-
vironment, replied "No, there is no demand", deftly
followed by "Can I help you sir?" to someone standing
behind me. In some instances, the initial answer was
"Yes", foUowed by misrepresentative flannel when a
demonstration was requested.

Met a auy who holds a powerful position in the
IarJest education authority in Britain. He believes that
BASIC is an "appropriate" language for the "mass"
of youag people who "won't bother" to become seri-
ously interested in the technoloay. I should admit at this
point, that had my first experience of a perception of
nuochineintelliaence been through the medium of BASIC
(or COBOL, FORTRAN, etc.), I miaht easily have
joined the ranks of those who either "won't bother" or
are auitably unimpressed by obscure combinations of
hunches, guesses, and a duh of porceptual skiUwhich
only occasionally fails. PUG

I.T. and M.I.S.S.~_.
a.produeed with PIIIIIIp D8niIIpoa's pennilllloa

One of the aims of Information Technoloay Year
and the Microelectronics Education Programme is to
involve schoolchildren in the use of microcomputen
and related electronic devices. There are the M.E.P.,
the Micros in Schools Scheme, exhibitions and events
throuahout the year and beyond. It is, perhaps, fonun-
ate that Mr. Callaahan happened to be watching tele-
vision on the evening the programme "Now the Chips
are Down" was broadcast and was spurred into action
then, or we would probably find the propaganda even
more frenetic than that now being put out by the en-
ergetic Mr. Baker, the prophet of IT.

Information Technology is a curiously dif'fi.osename
for a Year. The official definition, "the acquisition, pro-
cessing, storage. dissemination and use of vocal. pic-

Complier. Note. PUG(UK)

-loria!, textual and numerical information by a micro-
electronics-based combination of computing and
telecommunications" appean to encompass most of
the IICtivities of the average person, except eatina and
one or two other processes, although the use of a com-
puter is not often considered essential to the more basic
ofthese.

So far as its Involvement of schoolchildren is con-
cerned, the publicity is decidedly shrill, the Minister's
aim being to have a compoter in every secondary school
by the end of the year and even to think about providing
them for primary schools.

There can be no argument that youna people must
be aware of computers and how to use them, but it does
seem possible that the present blaze of publicity tends
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