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POLICY: PASCAL NEWS (Jan. 83)

. Pascal News is the official but informal publication of the User's Group.

Purpose: The Pascal User's Group (PUG) promotes the use of the programming language Pascal as
well as the ideas behind Pascal through the vehicle of Pascal News. PUG is intentionally de-
signed to be non political, and as such, it is not an "entity" which takes stands on issues or
support causes or other efforts however well-intentioned. Informality is our guiding principle;
there are no officers or meetings of PUG.

The increasing availability of Pascal makes it a viable alternative for software production and
justifies its further use. We all strive to make using Pascal a respectable activity.

Anyone can join PUG, particularly the Pascal user, teacher, main-
tainer, implementor, distributor, or just plain fan. Memberships from
libraries are also encouraged. See the COUPON for details.

. Pascal News is produced 4 times during a year; January, April, July October.

Membership:

· ALL THE NEWS THATS FIT, WE PRINT. Please send material (brevity is a virtue) for Pascal News single-
spaced and camera-ready (use dark ribbon and 15.5 cm lines!)

. Remember: ALL LETTERS TO US WILL BE PRINTED UNLESS THEY CONTAIN A REQUEST TO THE
CONTRARY.

. Pascal News is divided into flexible sections:

POLICY - explains the way we do things (ALL-PURPOSE COUPON, etc.)

EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION - passes along the opinion and point of view of the editor together with changes
in the mechanicsof PUGoperation,etc.

APPLICATIONS - presents and documents source programs written in Pascal for various algorithms, and
software tools for a Pascal environment; news of significant applications programs. Also critiques regarding
program/algorithm certification, performance, standards conformance, style, output convenience, and general
design.

ARTICLES - contains formal, submitted contributions (such as Pascal philosophy, use of Pascal as a teaching
tool, use of Pascal at different computer installations, how to promote Pascal, etc.).

OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS - contains short, informal correspondence among members which is of
interest to the readership of Pascal News.

IMPLEMENTATION NOTES - reports news of Pascal implementations: contacts for maintainers, implemen-
tors, distributors, and documentors of various implementations as well as where to send bug reports. Qualitative
and quantitative descriptions and comparisons of various implementations are publicized. Sections contain
information about Portable Pascals, Pascal Variants, Feature-Implementation Notes, and Machine-Dependent
Implementations.

VALIDATION SUITE REPORTS - reports performance of various compilers against standard Pascal
ISO7185.
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The Pascal Newsletter is published by the
Pascal Users Group, 2903 Huntinaton Rd.,
Qeveland, Ohio 44120. The Pascal Newsletter
is a direct benefit of membership in PUG.

Membership dues in PUG are $2$.00 US
regular, other forms of membership please in-
quire. Inquiries regarding membership should
be sent to the above address. Newsletter cor-
respondence and advertising should be sent to
the editor at the aforementioned address.
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Hello,

Well, this is the third issue I am involved with and
there have been many changes. I would like to write of
Pascal first. .

Pascal has enjoyed a jump in attention in the last
year. One reason is that there are Pascal compilers
available for many machines and, I am tempted to say,
they are available for any machine. Most of the major
main frames have Pascal either directly or from a third
party.

One step down in size, I know of only one machine,
the Tandem computer which is without a Pascal imple-
mentation. A Tandem representative here in Cleveland
informed me they have a language called "TAL" and
in many cases will execute a Pascal program with no
changes.

A couple more steps down in size are the small Dig-
ital Equipment machines and compilers are available
from about four sources. IBM has the Display writer
and Datamaster. These were released without our lan-
guage, but in the last year, UCSD Pascal has been made
available through IBM. Apple Computer has been a
strong and long supporter of Pascal. TRS 80 has UCSD
Pascal.

The smallest machine with Pascal is the TI 99/4A.
In this size, Commodore has promised Pascal for this
summer on the "64" and "128" machines.

The small computer, that is, the home computers
and small business computers, have exceeded $10 mil-
lion in sales. This is according to Future Computing, a
Richardson, Texas research firm.

With a guess, I would say that Pascal is imple-
mented on at least 25% of these machines. If only 1%
of these were being used to learn and program Pascal,
then 25,000 people are presently involved. This is a lot
of people looking for the best books from which to learn.

I am making an appeal to our members to submit
comments and reviews oftext books so that we all may
benefit from your experience. I get caIls from authors
requesting information on Pascal. To these people, the
best I can do is to send complete sets of Pascal News!
With your comments and criticism, perhaps we could
influence future text books.

Herb Rubenstein of Budget Computer in Golden,
Colorado has sent a small article from Popular Com-
puting. It seems that advanced placement test in com-
puter science will use structure programming and the
Pascal language. These tests allow up to one year of
coIlege level credits in computer science. The author of
this article, Dan Watt, believes that the choice of Pascal
in the testing may lead to Pascal as a defacto standard
in high schools preparing students for coIlege. Let me
quote the last paragraph:

"This situation illustrates the power of the.
testing establishment to influence the lives of stu-
dents and teachers. Although the vast majority of
high schools now offer Basic as the standard com-
puter language for most programming and com-
puter science classes, this action by the College
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Board may lead to the establishment of Pascal as
a defacto standard for high school teaching and
spawn an entire mini industry of curriculum to
meet the new requirements. It may also offer sig-
nificant school marketing advantages to micro-
computer companies that already support Pascal
- such as Apple, IBM and Texas Instruments."

I would like to see comments from you regarding
this use of Pascal in a rite of passage.

In this issue, you will find a reprint of Dr. SruIly
Blotnick's column from Forbes magazine. I like this
column because of the clever way he has made our
economy dependent on you learning Pascal.

I enjoy Forbes magazine. They emphasize com-
mon sense and iIlustrate proven business practices.
Forbes also takes a pulse of industries, and small com-
puters is a fast growing industry. In a column called
"Technology", edited by Stephen Kindel, on March
28, 1983, he noted that 2% of the households in the
U.S.A. own computers of one form or another. There
had been predicitions of 40% of households by 1990.
This has been reduced to 20% in 1990 because there
doesn't seem to be software that is useful in households.

Mr. Kindel ends this article with a quote from Sey-
mour Papert, an MIT professor:

"The real purpose of learning how com-
puters work should be to improve human logic and
thought processes, to make people more creative,
not simply more dependent on machines."

Maybe this would be a good issue to review the
tools available in our back issues. This issue contains
the APL scanner. I am embarrassed to print this, not
because of the program's quality, but because it was
submitted four years ago. Well, no time like the present.

In issue # 17 (yeIlow), Arthur Sale submitted "Re-
ferencer", a procedural cross reference. This program
provides a printout of the heading of each procedure
and function with indentation showing nesting. In issue
#25, Mr. Yavner has improved on this program with
"A Better Referencer" . Mr. Yavner claims that Pascal
News has been his sole source of instruction in Pascal.
I believe this is a compliment to Andy Mickel and Rick
Shaw for their efforts to maintain this newsletter. We
should also thank our contributors, Mr. Sale for in-
stance, for outstanding generosity. These people will
appreciate your complements, criticisms and gifts of
money. (Ho! Ho!)

Andrew Tandenbaum, in issues 21 and 22/23, pro-
vided us with "The EM} Compiler". This is a good look
at all that is necessary for a pseudo 32-bit machine pas-
cal compiler.

Th~ UCSD Pascal Project started with a 16-bit
pseudo machine portable compiler. It was called P4 out
of Zurich, Switzerland by Vrs Ammann, Kesav Nori
and Christian Jacobi. I mentioned this because it has
been published with critical commentary by S. Pem-
berton and M.C. Daniels in 1982. It is presented as a

Editor's Notes


